ELEMENTARY EDUCATION IN JAPAH

training the young men of the locality.   In general, it may be said

that the Higher Elementary school course continues the
element of liberal education of the preceding
course, laying special stress on languages, spiritual culture
and morals, Japanese History and Geography. At this stage, one
or more out of the following subjects h added with special emphasis:
handicraft, agriculture, industry, commerce, and domestic science (for
girls only). This course is not compulsory but it is necessary and use-
ful As the ordinary elementary education is not sufficient to enable the
child to play its proper part in social life, the utility of this additional
course cannot be overestimated, The salaries of teachers in these
schools arc slightly lower than those of the ordinary elementary
schools. Boys and girls at this stage are always seated separately.
Greater emphasis is laid on manual work, and a practical bias is giveu
to the whole course.

The Finished Product

Altlnugh it may be conceded that elementary education by itself
does not equip the student to face life squarely, it does impart to him

qualities which stand htm in good stead to participate successfully in
the struggle that is to come.

It is no wonder therefore that the pupil, after -In has finished his
elementary school course is physically well-built, has learnt observa-
tion and application, is fairly conversant with Japanese History and
Geography, and fully at home in his own language and literature; and
what is far more important, he has in him the makings of a loyal sub*
ject, a patriotic citizen, a latent                    and a potential soldier.
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